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I am also really looking forward next
month to awarding the Medal of Honor to
21 Asian-Pacific American veterans of World
War II, including Senator Inouye. It is long
overdue.

Finally, let me say, we have to do more
to combat hate crimes in our society. We see
case after case across our land: a man
dragged to death in Texas because he was
black; a young man beaten and left to die
in Wyoming because he was gay; children
shot in Los Angeles because of their Jewish
faith; a postal worker gunned down in Cali-
fornia because of his Filipino heritage. Hate
crimes target people not because of what
they do but because of who they are. And
because of that, they strike at the heart of
who we are as Americans. I hope we can pass
the hate crimes legislation, and I hope you'll
help us to do it.

I recently received a remarkable book
called, “Asian American Dreams.” In the
book, the author, Helen Zia, notes that
Asian-Pacific Americans, and I quote, “are
a people in constant motion, a great work
in progress, each stage more faceted and
complex than before. As we overcome adver-
sity and take on new challenges, we have
evolved. Our special dynamism is our gift to
America.”

Thank you for sharing that gift and renew-
ing our Nation. Thank you for moving us
closer to the America of our Founders’
dreams, where we don’t just tolerate but cel-
ebrate our differences, share our rich herit-
age in history with others, always reaffirming
our common humanity.

Now, I would like to ask the next speaker
to the podium, a World War II internment
survivor, the first Asian-American to be a
committee chairman in Congress, the found-
er of the Asian Pacific Institute for Congres-
sional Studies, the chair of my Advisory Com-
mission on Asian American and Pacific Is-
landers, and my friend, Norm Mineta.

Norm, come up.

[At this point, Mr. Mineta and Daphne Kwok,
chair, National Council for Asian Pacific Is-
landers, made brief remarks. Ms. Kwok then
presented the President with an award.]

The President. Thank you. I want to
thank again the Members of Congress for
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coming; give them a chance to make their
exit. We're adjourned. Let’s just stand up and
have a good time.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Jin Sook Lee, secretary, and Karen
Narasaki, treasurer, National Council for Asian
Pacific Islanders; Special Assistant to the Presi-
dent and Presidential Speechwriter Samir (Sam)
Afridi; and Albert Wong, husband of judicial
nominee Dolly M. Gee.

Remarks at a Memorial Service for
Casey Shearer in Providence, Rhode
Island

May 25, 2000

The President. Derek, Ruth, Anthony,
Julia, Marva, Allyson, all of the family and
friends, I want you to know why we're here
today. Over 30 years ago, I lived with Casey’s
Uncle Strobe, and through him I met Casey’s
Aunt Brooke. And they were in love, and so
I then had to meet Derek and Cody and
Marva and Skip. And then I introduced them
to Hillary. And then Derek introduced all of
us to Ruth. And the rest is history.

What I want to say to all of you is, when
we were young, we were to each other what
Casey has been to you. And I think I can
say for all of us, listening to you today has
been overwhelming and wonderful. And all
I can hope is that you will hold on to it for
the rest of your lives.

But we have a few memories, too.

[At this point, the First Lady made brief re-
marks. ]

The President. His classmates might be
interested to know that when I ran for Presi-
dent first in 1992, Casey actually tried to
tutor me in rap music. [Laughter] You know,
I would do this whole shtick. I played on
Arsenio Hall’s show, and I was trying to show
that I was in tune with younger voters. I knew
nothing about rap music. [Laughter] I knew
nothing about the music of the eighties. I
went to work and missed it all. Casey was
horrified that T was going to embarrass my-
self on national television and blow the elec-
tion. [Laughter]
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I also remember, after we went to the
White House, Casey and his family, we went
to a Baltimore Orioles game together. And
I actually thought I knew something about
baseball until he offered the play-by-play.
[Laughter] So I remember that.

[The First Lady made brief remarks.]

The President. Now, I come here today
and find out that he gave a great gift to our
Embassy in Italy with that—[laughter]. You
know, even though I just have a few months
left to serve, I still have some measure of
influence, and I think I'll have a plaque put
up at that pool. [Laughter]

Let me say to all of you just one last thing.
Growing older has its joys. But one of the
great burdens is the pain and mystery of los-
ing children—the ones you know and the
ones you don’t. And I don’t know any more
about it today than I did when I was your
age, but I know a little more about life. It’s
such a short time—21 years, 22.

But a few days ago, I went to Chicago to
an event. And after it was over, I went with
my friends there to the Field Museum,
where Hillary spent a lot of time as a kid.
Now, at the Field Museum now, they have
this 67-million-year-old Tyrannosaurus rex
named Sue, after the woman who found her
on a South Dakota farm. I liked old Sue. And
I thought to myself, we're all just passing
through. I mean, she was here 67 million
years ago.

And what I would like to say to you is that,
whether you live for 20 years or 50 or 80
or 100, it doesn’t take long to live a life. And
Mr. Wordsworth was right, the last best por-
tions of it are the little unremembered acts
of kindness and love. Casey Shearer had a
great life.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. in Sayles
Hall at Brown University. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to the following members of Casey Shear-
er’s family: his uncle, Deputy Secretary of State
Strobe Talbott; his aunt, Brooke Shearer, former
director, White House Fellowships; his father,
former U.S. Ambassador to Finland Derek N.
Shearer; his stepbrother, Anthony Shearer, and
his stepsister, Julia; his mother, Ruth Y. Goldway;
his grandparents, Lloyd (Skip) and Marva Shearer;
and his uncle, journalist Cody Shearer. The Presi-
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dent also referred to Casey’s girlfriend, Allyson
Grant. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of
the First Lady.

Statement on the Memorial Day
National Moment of Remembrance
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I am very pleased by the House and Sen-
ate’s joint action to offer formal support to
the Memorial Day National Moment of Re-
membrance. The recently passed House
Concurrent Resolution 302 and Senate Con-
current Resolution 100 have established the
National Moment of Remembrance as an im-
portant part of this year’s program to honor
those Americans who died while defending
our Nation and its values. Earlier this month
I directed all executive departments and
agencies to recognize and promote a Na-
tional Moment of Remembrance on Memo-
rial Day.

The National Moment of Remembrance
asks each American to pause for one minute
at 3 p.m. local time on Monday, May 29th
to reflect and remember the sacrifices made
by our fallen heroes. This simple, brief re-
flection asks little compared with what we
have asked of our servicemen and women.
With our united, solemn action, we honor
and pay tribute to our Nation’s heroes.

I wish to commend and thank Congress-
men Dana Rohrabacher and John Murtha
and Senators Chuck Hagel and Bob Kerrey
for cosponsoring these concurrent resolu-
tions. Their leadership and initiative are visi-
ble examples of how we as Americans can
work in unison to honor our cherished his-
tory. I ask all Americans to join with Con-
gress in pausing to observe this National Mo-
ment of Remembrance.

Notice—Continuation of Emergency
With Respect to the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro), the Bosnian Serbs, and
Kosovo
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In accordance with section 202(d) of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.



